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Letters to the Editors 





Federal Council Court Petition Is Upheld 





The Law Also Says ‘‘Equal’’ 
TO THE OUTLOOK: 


ONE HESITATES to take issue with a 
man so wise and fair-minded as Dr. J. Mc- 
Dowell Richards. But after reading his 
letter about the Federal Council’s amicus 
euriae petition in the Sweatt case (OUT- 
LOOK, Dec. 5), I am compelled in this mat- 
ter to cross pens with him. 

If Dr. Richards had said that he declined 
to go along with the Federal Council’s ac- 
tion because it was out of accord with 
the views of most Southern Presbyterians, 
L could have understood his position. He 
and Dr. Alexander, as our church's repre- 
sentatives on the Council’s executive com- 
mittee, might well have felt that in this 
instance their chief duty was to reflect in 
their vote the dominant view of our 
church. On a basis of expediency, I could 
feel the force (though I could not approve) 
of such a stand. 

But when Dr. Richards explains his ac- 
tion partly on the ground that our church 

, is not “at present in favor of the complete 
abolition of segregation,” he proves less 
discriminating than he usually is. What 
he says is true enough, but it does not 
meet the issue. The issue was not the 
“complete abolition of segregation.” Her- 
man Sweatt, the Texas Negro, did not ask 
for that and the Federal Council’s friendly 
brief did not ask for that. . The only sort 
of segregation they were opposing here 
was segregation at the graduate level of 
a university. To talk as though abolition 
of segregation at that level is the same as 
“complete abolition” is to confuse the 
issue badly. 


WHY DID THE Federal Council ask, in 
effect, that Herman Sweatt be allowed to 
enter the University of Texas regardless 
of his race? It is true, as Dr. Richards 
says, that the laws of the southern states 
now require segregation. But the laws 
are also based on a well-known formula 
that declares Negroes shall be guaranteed 
“separate but equal” facilities. Yet where 
in Texas could Herman Sweatt—a citizen 
of that state who is taxed like everybody 
else—get an education in law that would 
be equal to the one he would get at the 
University Law School? I think Dr. 
Richards would agree that the answer is 
“Nowhere.” 

Since that is true, what was to be done? 
What, first of all, was the Supreme Court 
to do? It was faced with a dilemma. Its 
job, as Dr. Richards rightly says, is to 
interpret and uphold the laws of the na- 
tion as they stand. But when the laws of 
Texas say “segregation” on the one hand 
and “equality of opportunity” on the 
other, what is the court to do? Is it to 
uphold the “separate” part of the law and 
thus do violence to the “equality” guaran- 
tee, or is it to demand equal opportunity 
at the expense of separation? What the 
Supreme Court did do, in remanding the 
Sweatt case for a new trial, was to imply 
that any American state which cannot pro- 
vide equal opportunities along with segre- 
gation must therefore guarantee equality 
of opportunity even though segregation, 
at that point, has to be set aside. 

Was this a “dangerous” misuse of the 
Supreme Court’s power, as Dr. Richards 
implies? I cannot think so. Being forced 
to choose, as it was, between equality of 
opportunity and segregation (both em- 
bedded in Texas law), the court could not 
have decided otherwise, to my mind, with- 
out ceasing to be a faithful agency of a 
democratic nation. 


ALSO I DO NOT SEE how the Federal 
Council, in standing for equal opportunity 
for Herman Sweatt, can rightly be accused 
of acting wrongly. Segregation that 
denies a person his civil rights because 
of his color is unjust and damnable. It 
is of the devil. To try to justify it on 
Christian grounds is to stultify Christian 
ethics. Though Dr. Richards might not 
put it in just those words, he tacitly 
admits the evil of such a policy. In addi- 
tion, Texas law promises equality of op- 
portunity to Negroes now. Yet Herman 
Sweatt, and scores like him, are denied it 
in practice. So in support of Sweatt the 
Federal Council filed its friendly petition. 
Did it thereby join in trying to do by 
“legislative fiat” or judicial force some- 
thing that should properly be done only 
by education? The facts, in my view, jus- 
tify no such conclusion. 


The chief thing the Federal Council did 
was to ask the Supreme Court to hold 
Texas to a promise that Texas had already 
made. That promise is a legal and official 
guarantee, and no more education, pre- 
sumably, is needed to make it so. To be 
sure, since segregation was involved the 
Federal Council was also in a dilemma. 
But when both segregation and equal op- 
portunity are legally prescribed, and you 
can’t have both, which are you going to 
call for? [I think the Federal Council as 
a Christian organization took a proper and 
laudable stand in calling for the equal 
opportunity. 


IT IS TRUE that the “complete aboli- 
tion” of segregation will call for a lot 
more education than we have had so far. 
| But what about the peaceful overcoming 
of segregation at particular points? For 
that, we clearly have enough education 
already. Take the kind of segregation in- 
volved in the Sweatt case. Polls taken in 
southern universities show. that many 
graduate students in law, medicine, relig- 
ion and other fields are willing to receive 
Negro students into their classes now. 
Many are eager to. At the Universities 
of Arkansas, Kentucky and Oklahoma 
they are actually doing it. And such 
practical forward steps, in theniselves, are 
educational. They help to show, as in a 
laboratory, how groundless and foolish 
are many of our racial fears and preju- 
dices. So why should the church, or any 
part of it, be timid about endorsing a so- 
cial trend that is at once so acceptable, 
so Christian, and so constructive? 


Countless secular groups and institu- 
tions are today boldly defending the 
Negro’s rights. They are taking stands 
that bring to pass, in actual life, the just 
and Christian relations that we in the 
church too often only hope for and talk 
about. Shall the church never be willing, 
when set a good example by these secular 
agencies, even to say “Me too”? Shall it 
do nothing but tall: and theorize, and 
never dare to take strong stands against 
particular wrongs at crucial points? If 
so, then God help the church! 


Dr. Richards and Dr. Alexander are both 
my good friends, and I don’t think we 
could have any finer representatives on 

j the Federal Council’s executive commit- 
tee, But as they felt constrained, in good 
conscience, to “dissociate” our church 
from the Council’s action in the Sweatt 
case, sO I am constrained to dissociate my- 
self from theirs. I say to the Federal 
Council, “Bravo!” 

JOHN H. MARION. 

Richmond, Va. 





RADIO 





Christmas Listening 


Network radio programs scheduled 
for the Christmas season include the 
following (Time is Eastern Standard): 


Friday, Dec, 16 
10:30 PM, University of Penn. Choral So- 
ciety (Mutual) 


Saturday, Dee. 17 

2:00 PM, Los Angeles Salutes the Nation 
(NBC). 

4:30, From Walter Reed Hospital, Wash- 
ington (Mutual). 

10:00 PM, Chicago Theatre of the Air: 
“Hansel and Gretel” (Mu- 
tual). 


Sunday, Dee. 18 
8:15 AM, Chariot Wheels, Atlanta choral 
group (CBS). 
9:15, Organ recital (CBS). 
745, Trinity choir, St. 
(CBS). 
11:30, St. Lake Tabernacle choir (CBS). 
2:00 PM, The Choraliers (CBS). 
3:00, N. Y¥. Philharmonic Symphony 
(CBS). 
The Greatest Story Ever Told: 
Prince of Peace (ABC). 
5:30, The Symphonette (CBS). 
8:30, The Joyful Hour (Mutual). 
1:30, The Messiah, Independence, Kan., 
choir and orchestra (CBS). 


Paul’s Chapel 


730, 


uo 


Monday, Dec. 19 

4:30 PM, Harris College Teachers choir 
(Mutual). 

4:35, Hampton Institute choir (CBS). 

10:30, University of Cincinnati band and 
glee club (Mutual). 

10:30, Singing Sergeants of U. S. Air 
Forces, George Washington 
University choir, with Air 
Forees concert orchestra. 


Tuesday, Dec. 20 

4:30 PM, Batavia, N. Y., choristers (Mu- 
tual). 

4:35, Sage Chapel Choir, Cornell Univer- 
sity (CBS). 

8:00, Robert Shaw Chorale, with Mar- 
garet Truman (ABC). 

10:30, Rochester, N. Y., Inter-High School 
Choir and Gentlemen Song- 
sters. 


Wednesday, Dec. 2 
4:30 PM, Utica Free Academy Choir 
(CBS). 

4:45, Spelman-Morehouse College Choir 
from Atlanta. 

Theatre: “The Littlest 
Angel” with Loretta Young 
(Mutual), 


9:30, Family 


10:30, Christmas songs from Europe by 
Displaced Persons choir (Mu- 
tual). 


Thursday, Dee. 22 


4:35 PM, University of New Hampshire 
Men’s Glee Club (CBS). 

4:45, “Eavesdropping with Santa Claus” 
(Mutual). 

10:30, 4,000 voice choir of air force per- 


sonnel, Keesler Air Force 
Base, Biloxi, Miss. (Mutual). 


Friday, Dec. 23 
4:30 PM, Villa Victoria Choir from Tren- 
ton, N. J. (Mutual). 
4:35, Cedar Crest College Concert Choir 
(CBS). 
10:30, “The Messiah,” from Redlands, Calif. 
(Continued on page 7.) 
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Mackay Scores Fundamentalists 


Attempted Invasion of Bangkok Meeting by Uninvited Foes Is Denounced 


Bangkok, Thailand (RNS)—More 
than 50 delegates from 15 countries 
atended the opening here of the East 
Asian Christian Conference sponsored 
jointly by the World Council of 
Churches and the International Mission- 
ary Council. The 12-day meeting was 
called to map a new strategy of Chris- 
tian evangelism to meet the needs of 
Asia under changing social and economic 
conditions. 

The delegates, attired in national cos- 
tumes, were formerly welcomed by 
Prince Regent Rangsit, of Thailand 
(Siam), who recalled that King Prajad- 
hipok had attended ceremonies in 1928 
commemorating the centenary of Prot- 
estant mission work in the country. 

Prince Rangsit was introduced by Siu 
Choh Leung, of China, executive secre- 
tary of the Conference, who stressed 
that the meeting had ‘no _ political 
motives’’ and would be devoted entirely 
to religious matters. 


Trouble-Makers Denied Admission 


As the conference opened, a group 
of 17 leaders of the International Coun- 
cil of Churches, a small fundamentalist 
group opposed to the World Council of 
Churches, sought admission to the meet- 
ing but were denied entry. 

The group, headed by Carl McIntyre, 
pastor of the Bible Presbyterian church 
of Collingswood, N. J., Council presi- 
dent, said it came to Bangkok “to in- 
form the national churches of Southeast 
Asia of the departure from the Bible 
of the World Council of Churches, and 
to expose the leadership in Asia for 
its support of Communism.” 


Mackay Denounces Effort 


President John A. Mackay, of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, New Jersey, 
and chairman of the International Mis- 
sionary Council, issued a sharp rejoin- 
der. 

“This group [the International Coun- 
cil of Churches] while paying lip tribute 
to the Bible and Jesus Christ, repre- 
sents an unbiblical Christianity,’’ he 
said. ‘“‘While being concerned about 
Communism, it carries on work with 
Communist technique.” 

Mr. McIntyre and other representa- 
tives of the International Council con- 
ducted a similar invasion of the Inter- 
American Evangelical Conference in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, last summer, 
which was attended by leaders of the 
World Council of Churches. 


Later, the group which was denied 
admission to the conference announced 
its organization of the conservative 
Evangelical Fundamentalists and _ its 
plans to hold a conference of the 
churches of Asia next November in 
Manila. (Editorial, p. 8.) 


FC Leads Effort for 


New Year’s Eve Services 


New York (RNS)—Millions of Ameri- 
cans are expected to spend New Year’s 
Eve far from noise and revelry—gath- 
ered in churches for a Watch Night 
Service between 11 P. M. and midnight. 

That’s the plan of the Department of 
Evangelism of the Federal Council of 
Churches here, which believes ‘the 
times are too serious for any other mood 
on the part of Christians than that of 
repentance and prayer.”’ 

The department’s New Year’s Eve 
program adopted at its meeting here, 
also includes a Vigil of Prayer by church 
members and groups during the first 
24 hours of the New Year. 

“Let others spend New Year’s Eve, 
if they elect to do so, engaging in 
deafening noises and drinking parties,’’ 
a department bulletin said, “‘but Chris- 
tians should be given an opportunity to 
come together for serious reflection over 
the old year and for fellowship and 
prayer for the new year ahead.”’ 








GROUP CONSIDERS LARGER 
PROTESTANT UNION 








New York (RNS)—Six Protestant de- 
nominations have appointed official deéie- 
gates to a conference on church union 
to be held December-14-16 at Greenwich, 
Conn. The denominations, which have 
named from one to seven delegates each, 
are The Methodist Church, Disciples of 
Christ, Evangelical and Reformed 
Church, Presbyterian Church, USA, 
Congregational Christian Churches and 
the Moravian Church in America 
(Northern Province). Three denomi- 
nations, the Church of the Brethren, 
the Five Years’ Meeting of Friends in 
America (Quaker), and the Presby- 
terians, US, have agreed to send un- 
official observers. 


(EDITORS’ NOTE—Frank H. Cald- 
well, Louisville, Ky., has been asked by 
the Presbyterian, US, Assembly’s Com- 
mittee on Cooperation and Union to be 
a visitor at this meeting.) 


In addition, the Federal Council of 
Churches, the Home Missions Council of 
North America and the National Coun- 
cil of Community Churches are expected 
to send consultants, as well as unoffi- 
cial observers. 


To Set Up Permanent Committee 


The conference’s main business, ac- 
cording to Mark A. Drawber, co-execu- 














aggressive service by the church. 








To all who are included in the Outlook family, we extend our 
hearty good wishes for Christmas. 
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receive and read 1t—all who in any way are a part of this move- 


ment toward a better informed membership and a more alert and 
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tive the 


will be to set 


Home Missions 
up a permanent 
committee ‘‘to explore several proposals 
Which will be submitted to interested 
denominations for a United Church of 
Christ in America.”’ At the present, he 
the Planning Committee, under 
auspices the Greenwich confer- 
ence will be held, is an informal body 


secretary of 
Council, 


said, 
whose 


composed of representatives and indi- 
viduals from six denominations which 
has met unofficially since 1948. 


Besides Dr. Dawber, the leaders of 
the new church unity movement include 
Douglas Horton, secretary of the Gen- 
eral the Congregational 
Christian Churches; Hermann N. Morse, 
general secretary of the Board of 
National Missions, Presbyterian Church, 
USA; Truman B. Douglas, executive 
vice-president, Board of Home Missions, 
Congregational Christian Churches; 
L. W. Goebel, chairman, General Coun- 
cil, Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
and Luther A. Weigle, former dean of 
the Yale Divinity School. 


Council of 


Preliminary Steps Needed 


Dr. Dawber said that while the Green- 
wich ultimately to 
union of Protestant 
Churches, it recognizes that certain pre- 
liminary Among 
these, he said, are the consummation of 
denominational mergers now under way 
and consideration of the proposals for 
federal church’ union 


conference 
about a 


hopes 
bring 
steps 


are necessary. 


advocated by 
E. Stanley Jones, missionary evangelist. 
(Dr. Jones’ proposal is for a federal 


nnion of denominations similar to the 
federal union of states. Under this 
plan, the denominations would retain 


their differences while being part of a 
United Church.) 


Parade Depicting Christmas Story 


Attracts 150,000 in Bad Weather 


Rockford, Il. 
persons 


(RNS)- 
northern 


Some 150,000 
Illinois 
braved 


from and 
freezing 
“Christmas story’’ 
pageant here designed to highlight the 
spiritual significance of the Nativity ob- 
servance. 


Wisconsin 
weather to 


southern 
view a 


The pageant was co-sponsored by the 
Rockford Ministerial Association, the 
Catholic churches of Rockford, and the 
Rockford Chamber of Commerce. 

Forty-four church floats were entered 
for the eight-mile parade, believed to 
be the first of its kind in the country. 
At least 15 floats featured Nativity 
scenes depicting Christ’s influence 
throughout the world. Other floats car- 
ried robed choir singers and tableaux 
portraying modern Christmas practices. 

Santa Claus, perched in his chimney, 
usually the highlight of a Christmas 
parade, did not appear until the end of 
the impressive and reverent procession. 

Five out-of-town judges awarded $600 
in prizes for the best floats. The prize 
money was made available by the retail 
affairs committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

First prize went to Muldoon and St. 
Thomas’ Catholic high schools for their 


4 


float in rich color and drapery depict- 
ing worshiping wise men, shepherds, and 


angels at the manger of the infant 
Christ. The float was reminiscent of an 
Italian Renaissance painting. 


Second prize was awarded to Second 
Congregational church for its float por- 
traying Christmas as it is 
around the world. 


observed 
Featured was a large 
globe surrounded by children dressed in 
the costumes of many nations. 


Storekeepers Make Effort to 

‘*Put Christ’’ into Christmas 
Milwaukee, Wis. (RNS)—-Milwaukee 

storekeepers are making greater efforts 


to “put Christ into Christmas” this 
year than at any time in the past. They 
are doing so because of a campaign 


undertaken two months ago by the Mil- 
waukee Archconfraternity of Christian 
Mothers, a Roman Catholic women’s or- 
ganization. 

More than 200 of Milwaukee’s mer- 
chants of all faiths are cooperating in 
the effort, according to leaders of the 
campaign. Posters and displays depict- 
ing the Nativity scene will be shown in 
many stores. The slogan, “Put Christ 
into Christmas’ will be displayed on 
theater and hotel marquees and by the 
Electric Co. 

‘Public responsible for 
this Mrs. Joseph N. 
Misany, a member of the speakers’ panel 
of the St. Boniface confraternity, whose 
500 members are leading the drive. 


opinion is 


campaign,”’ said 


Worldly Instead of Spiritual Feast 


“People are realizing that the Christ- 
mas feast has been degenerating into a 
worldly, instead ot a 
Mrs. Misany said. ‘‘Pressure has come 
from a lot of people, Catholic and non- 
Catholic. They believe it would benefit 
their own families.’’ 

There are 45,000 women, in parishes 
spread throughout 10 of the 
Milwaukee archdiocese, are back- 
ing the drive, according to Rudy Ellen- 
sohn, a member of St. Boniface parish. 

Ellensohn and Father Henry A. Velte, 
pastor, have visited many of the city’s 
department stores with posters depict- 
ing the Nativity. They have urged the 
firms to emphasize the spiritual side of 
the Advent season and Christmas. 


spiritual feast,’ 


counties 
who 


In Pittsburgh Last Year 

A similar drive conducted in 
Pittsburgh last year on a smaller scale, 
according to Mrs. Fred J. Vollmar, 
shrine chairman of the St. Boniface con- 
fraternity. 

“We're about ready for something 
like this,” she said. ‘‘We must become 
more Christ-minded about Christmas. 
We have permitted commercialism to 
creep in too long, by stressing the ex- 
change of gifts without giving the rea- 
son. 

“We have given prominence to a 
worldly Santa Claus, who has no re- 
semblance to St. Nicholas, and we have 
entirely left out the thought of the birth 
of the Savior.” 


was 





PICTURE OF THE MONTH* 





Pinky 


We have had oceasion of late to pass 


judgment upon several pictures con- 
cerned with racial prejudice resulting 
in social tensions. “Home of the 
Brave” and ‘‘Lost Boundaries” im- 
pressed us as worthy Picture-of-the- 
Month selections. So does this one, 


which deals with another aspect of the 
and does so with dramatic as 
We 
feel that this 20th Century-Fox release 


problem 


well as entertaining effectiveness. 


is not just another in a cycle of pictures 


on the same but stands on its 


important inspiring 


theme, 
own as an and 
achievement. 
the South, where 
though by no means 
relations problem 
be viewed in the light 
It is the story of a girl 
South- 
ern Negro family, has received her edu- 
the North. She 
nurse, passed as white in a 


“Pinky” is cast in 
at least 
all—of 
exists. It 
of that setting. 
(Jeanne Crain) 


one part 
our race 
must 


who, born of a 


eation in has become 
a trained 
Boston hospital and fallen in love with 
a white doctor. She thus faces the de- 
cision of her life, and it is this dilemma, 
her ultimate choice and how she makes 
This 
leads her to return to a small southern 
her 


it Which are the core of the plot. 


community where grandmother 
(Ethel Waters) 
the old 


sSarrymore), an 


takes in washing and 
remains Miss Em 
(Ethel impoverished 
aging lady in a decaying mansion. 


retainer of 


No time is wasted on yague considera- 
The mo- 
ment Pinky arrives, she is faced by her 
and 
with the necessity of being true to one- 
self. 


isin of Miss Em, but when she is called 


tions or sentimental approach. 


grandmother’s query on “passing 
At first, she resents the paternal- 


upon to care for the crotchety woman 
she develops not only understanding 
but also genuine affection for her. 

Much of the culminates in a 
law court where Pinky is obliged to face 


crama 
another difficulty—-that of ascertaining 
her rizht to Miss Em’s estate, the latter 
died after changing her will in Pinky’s 

But the greatest of all 
still looms for the girl: 
lationship to the young doctor (William 
The Pinky 
been placed in her trust by 
Miss Em and by the needs of her peo- 
ple, 
dilemma. 

The appeal of this picture resides in 
the unrolling of an excellent plot as 
the enacting of a telling 
draina. In our opinion, ‘“‘Pinky” deserves 


favor. prob- 


lems her re- 
Lundigan). responsibility 
feels has 


satisfactorily resolves this touchy 


well as in 


the most serious consideration not only 


from the standard of social compulsion 
but from the appeal to Christian respon- 


sibility. FOR: Adults and Young Peo- 
ple. 
*Chosen by the Protestant Motion 


Picture Council. 
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Firebrands versus the Dayspring 


By DUNBAR H. OGDEN* 


appropriate to the Christmas 
season. 

In the far southern portion of the 
Pacific Ocean there is a wee bit of an 
island by the name of Pitcairn. It is 
only two miles long and one mile broad. 
It consist of a mountain surrounded 
by coral reefs. 

Pitcairn was discovered in the year 
1767, at which time it was uninhabited. 
In 1790 nine mutineers from H. M. S. 
Bounty landed on the island and gath- 
ered, doubtless from neighboring 
islands, eighteen natives (6 men and 12 
women). This made a total population 
of 27 (15 men and 12 women). 

One of the mutineers knew how to 
distil liquor, and did so from a native 
plant. With drunkenness and _ sex 
license a veritable hell was created. 

Quickly the debauched mutineers died 
until only one, Alexander Smith, re- 
mained, together with eight or nine 
natives. 

At this point in our story we may 
well think of the words of the prophet 
Isaiah: ‘He that walketh in darkness, 
and hath no light, let him trust in the 
name of the Lord, and rely upon his 
god. Behold, all ye that kindle a fire, 
that gird yourselves about with fire- 
brands; walk ye in the flame of your 
fire, and among the brands that ye have 
kindled. This shall ye have of my hand; 
ye shall lie down in sorrow.” 

Realizing the ruin to which the group 
had come and having found a Bible in 
one of the mutineer’s chests, Alexan- 
der Smith decided that a change must 
be made. First, he abandoned his old 
name and chose John Adams as the new 
one. He resolutely determined to order 
the life of the little group according to 
the Scriptures. 

In 1808 the United States Ship Topaz 


I ET ME TELL YOU a true story, 


*Minister, Napoleon Avenue church, 
New Orleans. 


COUNCIL HITS FACTORY 
DRINKING PARTIES 


Bennington, Vt. (RNS)—As the 
result of several recent cases before 
the municipal court here the govern- 
ing board of the Bennington Council 
of Churches has asked employers and 
employees to discourage factory 
drinking parties, particularly at 
Christmas time. 

In one case a man was sentenced 
from two to four years for careless 
and negligent driving resulting in 
death. It was brought out that he 
became intoxicated from liquor served 
at a celebration in a local industrial 
plant. 

Another case involved a series of 
“gang burglaries” in which 12 arrests 
were made. It was admitted that the 
burglaries were the result of “drink- 


ing parties.” 
DECEMBER 19, 1949 


landed at Pitcairn and found a well or- 
dered Christian community. In 1815 
H. M. S. Britain visited the island and 
the captain was, to use his own lan- 
guage, “favorably impressed with the 
peace and good order that prevailed.” 

Here we may well consider the words 
of Zacharias, at the birth of John the 
Baptist: 


“Yea and thou, child, shalt be called the 
prophet of the Most High: 

For thou shalt go before the face of 
the Lord to make ready his ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation unto 
his people 

In the remission of their sins, 

Because of the tender mercy of our 
God, 

Whereby the dayspring from on high 
shall visit us, 

To shine upon them that sit in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death; 

To guide our feet in the way of peace.’’ 


In the brief period of eighteen years 
the people of Pitcairn had experienceé 
two kinds of light. The source of one 
was firebrands of evil. The source of 
the other, the Dayspring from on high. 
The first caused them to lie down in 
sorrow; the second guided their feet 
into the way of peace. 

At Christmas there are the firebrands 
and the Dayspring. 





OGDEN: At Christmas, two kinds of 
light. 


URGES MODERATION IN 
PARTIES 


New York. (RNS) — Commissioner 
Ernest I. Pugmire, National Commander 
of The Salvation Army, has called upon 
business executives to restrain drinking 
excesses in office Christmas parties. 

“In too many instances, the office 
Christmas party has become an occa- 
sion dreaded by those at home,” he said 
in an appeal here. ‘This should be a 
time for joy and family happiness. 











Christmas or Saturnalia? 


By GRAVES HAYDON THOMPSON* 
IE ROMANS eelebrated Christmas, too. 


The celebration came near the end of December. It was a time 

of goodwill. All business stopped. School children were given 
a holiday. The reluctance with which they returned to their studies 
after the merry days of freedom is recorded. Servants were treated 
with great generosity. Everyone greeted everybody else in friendly 
fashion. There was much feasting. Presents were exchanged in great 
numbers. It was all very much like a modern American Christmas. 


In fact, there was really only one important difference. The Romans 
called their Christmas Saturnalia; there was no Christ in their Christ- 
mas. Of course, they did not know of Christ, while we do. 

That does suggest the vexing question, is there still a Christ in our 
modern Christmas? What is it we are celebrating on the twenty-fifth 
day of December? Is it really Christmas, or just Saturnalia? 


*Professor of Latin, Hampden-Sydney College. 

















A Program for Catholics and Protestants 


®EDITORS’ NOTE—Our November 21 
issue carried a Religious News Service 
report on an exchange between a Mem- 
phis priest and the newspapers follow- 
ing the Reformation Day service held 
there. Dr. Courtenay, of the First 
church, Nashville, Tenn., was’ the 
speaker at that service and the object 
of the Catholic priest’s criticism. In view 
of this criticism, Dr. Courtenay has pre- 
pared this reply for the Memphis paper 
and for these columns, 


N REFORMATION SUNDAY I 

spoke as a Protestant minister to 

a Protestant audience on a Prot- 
estant subject in the First Methodist 
church of Memphis. I had no intention 
of entering into public controversy on 
the subject of Protestantism and 
Roman Catholicism. I deplore such 
activity and evade it whenever possible. 
However, I must now face an exception 
to my rule. 

Since Father John Elliott made the 
newspaper report of my message (he did 
not hear the message nor has he read 
it), the basis of a sermon in the Church 
of the Blessed Sacrament, and broken 
into print branding me as an ignoramus 
or a malicious liar, I must reply, not 
that I care what Father Elliot thinks 
of me or any other Protestant minister, 
but because there are implications in 
his reported remarks that should not 
go unchallenged. 


Catholic Leaders Seem to Believe 


Father Elliot, like most Catholic 
clergymen and members, seems to take 
the following positions: 


1. Protestants have no right to criti- 
cize what Catholics have been taught 
to believe, and do believe, that the 
Roman Catholic church was appointed 
by Christ himself to be the only au- 
thoritative church through which God 
operates for the salvation of mankind. 

2. Those who do criticize the Catholic 
church are either ignorant or malicious. 

3. That the Roman church has never 
taught nor does it teach that Protestants 
are unsaved. 

4. That the world was Christian, 
peaceful and moral prior to the Prot- 
estant Reformation and the Reformers 
ruined everything. 

5. That the present rise of Commun- 
ism is traceable to Protestant sources. 

6. That Protestants have no authori- 
tative theology of their own and no posi- 
tive social program. 

7. That the Reformers were scoun- 
drels who through false pride or 
maliciousness sought to destroy the 
peace and unity of the true church. 

8. That Protestants in America form 
a minority group. 


Protestant Ministers Are Not Ignorant 

May I register my reactions to Father 
Elliot’s reaction in the following words: 

1. Presbyterian ministers, and, in 
fact, most Protestant ministers today, 
are not ignorant. They have completed 
four years in approved colleges and 
three years in approved theological 
schools. Their education is broader in 
every way than that offered to those 
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By WALTER R. COURTENAY 
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studying for the priesthood in the Catho- 
li¢ church. Part of our education con- 
cerns with history, Catholic, Protestant, 
and neutral but scholarly! We are not 
untaught in the matters of Scripture or 
theology or the differences between the 


Catholic church and the Protestant 
churches. 
2. Any criticism emanating from 


Presbyterian sources is not born of hate 
for Catholics, but is born of an honest 
desire to make truth regnant, and to 
support those principles that alone can 
make and keep men free in church and 
state. We will be happy on all oc- 
easions to document from Catholic as 
well as Protestant sources any criti- 
cism we have to make of the teachings 
and practices of Romanism in America 
or in other lands. 

3. The dismissal of four priests from 
Boston College and the ratification of 
their dismissal by the Vatican proves 
nothing except that the chureh has once 
more silenced a group of teachers who 
spoke out of turn even if they did not 
depart from a Catholic truth! No pope, 
speaking ex cathedra, has ever said that 
Protestants are Christians and destined 
to eternal salvation along with faithful 
Roman Catholics. When the present 
pope, or another, makes such an an- 
nouncement I will listen and change my 
mind accordingly. 


One Church 


4. At least three popes have spoken 
in support of my contention. The Roman 
Catholic church has taught that Prot- 
estants are not saved, as per Dr. R. H. 
Wade’s article in a recent issue of the 
Press-Scimiter: ‘‘History tells us that 
Boniface VIII, in 1302, issued a papal 
bull in which, among other things, he 
said this: ‘Boniface, bishop, servant of 
the servants of God. . =€otTrpelled by 
our faith, we are obliged to believe and 
hold that there is one Holy Catholic 
and Apostolic Church. We firmly be- 
lieve and profess that outside of her 
there is no salvation nor remission of 
sins.’ 


“Again, Eugene IV, in 1441, affirmed 
that ‘the Holy Roman church fully be- 
lieves that all who are outside of it, 
pagans and likewise also Jews, heretics 
and schismatics cannot become—fieri 
non posse—partakers of eternal life, but 
will go to eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels.’ 

‘‘Notable among other statements of 
this type was that made by Pius IX in 
1865, when, in his allocutions, he an- 
nounced that it was ‘a most assured 
dogma and matter of faith that outside 
the Apostolic Roman church it is not 
possible for any one to be saved and 
that those who resist its authority and 
are obstinately separated from its unity 
and from St. Peter’s successor cannot 
obtain eternal life.’ ”’ 


5. The Roman Catholic church, if it 


believes anything at all about Prot- 
estants, believes that if we are saved 
we are saved because we are ignorant 
and not because we are Christians. It 
seems clear from Catholic sources that 
we are to be saved, not because we know 
our Bible or Christ as Savior or are 
emulating adequately the life of our 
Lord. If the Roman Catholic church 
can say that Protestants are Christians 
according to New Testament teaching 
we would all feel better. The impli- 
cation that we are ignorant of Biblical 
teaching, church history, Christian 
morals and ethics and church polity is 
offensive to every educated Protestant. 
Our ministers are as well educated as 
those of the Catholic faith, and the edu- 
cational basis is broader. We are not 
Roman Catholics because we are con- 
vinced by proper study and thinking 
that Protestantism is the best interpre- 
tation of Christian truth. For the 
Catholic Church to teach its members 
that Protestant clergymen and members 
are ignorant of Catholic history and 
teachings, and uninformed concerning 
basic Christian truth is, to say the least, 
a misrepresentation of the entire Prot- 
estant movement. 


The Pre-Reformation Period 


6. The assumption which is made by 
most Catholic clergymen today, namely, 
that the pre-Reformation period was one 
rich in Christian unity, spirituality and 
virtue, is false to history. It was any- 
thing but, and I appeal to Catholic 
historians as well as Protestant to sub- 
stantiate my point. A decadent church 
had produced a decadent world, and the 
Reformation was absolutely essential for 
the rediscovery of New Testament teach- 
ings, a rediscovery which has not yet 
been made by many in the Catholic 
church if one is to judge by their pomp, 
display, political activities, doctrines 
concerning the Eucharist, forgiveness of 
sins, pugatory, saints, relics, and so 
forth. It is true that Reformers de- 
stroyed both churches and universities 
in their drive to rid Christianity of 
what they conceived to be false New 
Testament teachings and rank idolatry 
and superstition. The very force of their 
bitterness is in itself a testimony of how 
badly they felt that they had been mis- 
led and abused by the Roman church. 
Sarpi, a Catholic historian, has said this 
about the pope of Reformation, ‘Leo, 
noble by birth and education, brought 
many aptitudes to the papacy, especially 
a remarkable knowledge of classical 
literature, humanity, kindness, the 
greatest liberality, an avowed intention 
of supporting artists and learned men, 
who for many years had enjoyed no 
such favor in the Holy See. He would 
have made an ideal pope had he added 
to these qualities some knowledge of 
the things of religion and a little in- 
clination to piety, both of them things 
for which he cared little.” 
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No Utopia in 400 or 1,800 Years 

7. It is true that Protestantism has 
not brought us into Utopia in 400 years! 
I regret it! But neither has the Roman 
Catholic church in four times that 
period of time! It has been operating 
in Italy, Spain and other European coun- 
tries for more than 1,800 years, and 
with what results! And when one looks 
at what the Catholic Church has ac- 
complished in places like Quebec, 
Mexico, the Philippines and South and 
Central American countries, one can 
only wonder whether Protestantism is 
to blame for the present chaos in the 
world! Any church that tolerates and 
cooperates with men like Peron in the 
Argentine, Franco in Spain, Salazar in 
Portugal, and fails to denounce the big 
Catholic political machines in places 
like Jersey City, Philadelphia, New 
York, Chicago, Boston and other Ameri- 
can communities, prior to their activi- 
ties becoming public scandal, is in it- 
self an indictment that cannot be 
winked at! 

8. According to the World Almanac 
quoted by Father Eliot, Protestants out- 
number Catholics in these United States 
nearly 2 to 1! America was founded 
by Protestants on Protestant principles. 
In atmosphere and philosophy it is still 
a Protestant land. And if Protestant 
churches numbered their adherents as 
the Catholic churches do, including new 
born babies and children under twelve 
years of age, and millions who no longer 
have any interest in Catholic thought, 
worship or practice, the ratio between 
Protestants and Catholics would be very 
significantly increased. 


Six-Point Program Proposed 


9. As to a positive program I have a 
number of things to recommend: 


1. That the Roman Catholic church, 
speaking through Pope Pius XII, pub- 
licly declare that Protestants are Chris- 
tians destined to be saved because 
they believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and are striving to follow him regard- 
less of what denomination they belong 
to! 

2. That as soon as this is done that 
we hold joint Protestant-Catholic wor- 
ship services in every community in 
these United States to emphasize our 
unity in Christ. (The Conference of 
Christians and Jews does not accomplish 
such an objective.) 

3. That we follow this by the Catho- 
lic church ceasing to make the Prot- 
estant a second- or third-rate Christian 
in mixed marriages between Catholics 
and Protestants. 

4. That Catholic and Protestant his- 
torians get together with neutral his- 
torians and produce an authentic history 
of the pre-Reformation and Reforma- 
tion period. 





Presbyterian Junior College 


Standard twe-year college courses 
leading to A. A. or A. S. degree. Pre- 
paratory courses for tenth, eleventh, 
and twelfth grades. Business Admin- 
istration . One and two year commer- 
cial courses. Flying, Athletics. 
Thorough Instruction. Personal At- 
tention. Summer School, 
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5. That Catholic scholars and Prot- 
estant scholars get together to survey 
the whole development of doctrine in 
the light of the New Testament and pro- 
duce a theology that will be New Testa- 
ment in form and spirit and can be 
used by Christians everywhere. 

6. That under the banner of Christ 
Catholics and Protestants proceed to- 
gether into the field of education, 
sociology and politics for the cleansing 
of society and the rebuilding of the 
world. 


Protestants Not Preventing This 


In conclusion, let me say, that I de- 
sire with all my heart such a positive 
program for America and Christianity. 
It is not the Protestant churches of 
America and the world that are prevent- 
ing such a positive approach to the 
problems of our day. I, and the de- 
nomination I represent, eagerly wish to 
know the truth and to unite with others 
in following it. Only the Catholic teach- 
ing that it is the one and only and true 
Christian church, infallible and eternal, 
stands between us and the unity we de- 
sire. 

If Protestants must become Catholics 
in order to achieve Christian unity, then 
such a day will never come, for the 
teachings of the New Testament and 
history are too well known to permit 
such an outcome. But if the Catholic 
church will meet any of us half way, 
give and take in a search for funda- 
mentals in structure, doctrine and pro- 
gram, there is nothing that can pre- 
vent our unity and the Christianizing of 
the world. 

For my own part I would gladly vote 
my denomination out of existence if I 
felt that by so doing I would advance 
the Kingdom of God and bring peace 
and righteousness to the earth. Above 
all else, I personally want to be a Chris- 
tian, but I want to be a free Christian, 
a New Testament Christian, a Christian 
free from mental enslavement or au- 
thoritarian rule, a Christian who is a 
Christian because he loves Jesus Christ, 
his gospel, and seeks to live a blameless 
life. 
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AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 

One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
one of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 
day. 

For information and catalog, write 
Colonel Chas. 8S. Roller, Jr., Principal, 











RADIO 
(Continued from page 2) 

Saturday, Dec. 24 

:00 PM, Musical Salute to Hospitalized 
Veterans (NBC). 

:30, Notre Dame and Rosary College 
choirs (NBC). 

:00, (Boston Society of Ancient Instru- 
ments (CBS). 

:00, Concordia College choir (NBC). 

:30, Dramatization of “The Cricket on 
the Hearth” (NBC). 

:00, Baltimore and Ohio Chorus (NBC). 

700, Boys Town Choir from Omaha 
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(CBS). 

5:30, Story of Silent Night from Obondorf, 
Austria. 

6:30, Philadelphia Choral Ensemble 
(CBS). 

8:30, Christmas Eve Party (ABC). 

9:00, Robert Shaw Chorale: “The Christ- 
mas Story,” a new cantata 
(ABC). 


10:00, Chicago Theatre of the Air‘ “Babes 
in Toyland” (Mutual). 

10:30, Voices That Live broadcast of 
records (ABC). 

11:30, Concert orchestra, Radio City Music 
Hall Chorus, ete. (NBC). 

11:30. “Thou Bethlehem,” with all-star 
Hollywood cast (Mutual). 

12:00 Midnight, Riverside Church carillon 
(NBC). 

12:02 AM, Christmas Eve Party (NBC). 

12:00, Kiwanis-sponsored glee clubs (Mu- 
tual). 

12:00, Christmas carol service, Eileen Far- 
rell, Columbia Concert Or- 
chestra (CBS). 

12:00, Midnight services, Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine and from St. 
Louis Cathedral, New Orleans. 


Sunday, Dec. 25 


10:30 AM, “While Shepherds Watched” 
(CBS). 

12:00, Christmas Morning with NBC's 
Favorite Families (NBC). 

12:30, Robt. Shaw Chorale, “Ceremony of 
the Carols,” Columbia Con- 
cert Orchestra (CBS). 

700, Howdy Doody Party for UN children 
(NBC). 

:30, Chicago Round Table (NBC). 

:00, Morton Gould’s “Serenade of Carols” 
with Columbia Concert Or- 
chestra (CBS). 

700, Special events covering opening of 
Holy Year from Rome (NBC). 

3:00, Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” with 
- Lionel Barrymore (Mutual). 

3:30, Strauss’ “Elektra” by N. Y. Phil- 

harmonic-Symphony (CBS). 

4:00, Voices That Live broadcast of 

records (ABC). 

4:00, Living 1949 “Is There a Santa 
Claus?” (NBC). 

:30, American Forum “Peace on Earth” 
(NBC). 

5:30, Greatest Story Ever Told: “Prince 

of Peace” (AjBC). 

7:30, Interpretation of Lord’s Prayer, 

Amos ’n Andy (CBS), 
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EDITORIAL 


Shameful Procedure 


It should be enough to confine the 
shameful attacks which are made upon 
honored and honorable leaders of the 
Christian cause to this country, but that 
does not satisfy these stout defenders 
of a rigid Fundamentalism who recently 
flew around the world to seek to extend 
their nefarious doings in the setting 
of the East Asia Christian Conference 
(see page 3). 

Reports of heroic efforts and of 
martyred witnesses will doubtless be 
spread across this country in the pages 
of the papers which support these kinds 
of machinations. But the whole story 
will not be told, just as it has not been 
told in the past. 

Not only have these efforts been re- 
peated, as in an attempted invasion of 
the Inter-American Evangelcal Confer- 
ence in Buenos Aires last summer, but 
also on a smaller scale a few years ago 
when the Mexican Presbyterian General 
Assembly was organized. That Mexican 
episode, however, backfired so that the 
true story has not yet been reported 
in the Fundamentalist papers. It could 
not well be reported because it shows 
too clearly what the native Christians 
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really think about such un-Christian 
goings-on and what a stumblingblock 
their spirit is to the missionary advance. 

In Mexico when the cordial greetings 
of various Presbyterian and other bodies 
were being brought, turn came for one 
of the Fundamentalist brothers to have 
his say. He did, and the interpreter 
faithfully translated his remarks until 
he began to attack these honored 
leaders of Christendom. Then the in- 
terpreter stopped. He would translate 
no more, and the dispenser of such un- 
charitable greetings was. effectively 
blocked. He could carry on elsewhere 
in his own language to his heart’s con- 
tent, but the interpreter declined to be 
a party to the poisoning of his own 
people. It would seem that in Bangkok 
a like decision was reached by the 
leaders of that meeting. 


Four Men 

It is neither wise nor gracious to 
eall attention to errors in other publi- 
cations, but the sight of them makes 
all editors and publishers feel more 
comfortable about the inevitable slips 
which are bound to appear in their 
own. 

One of the most interesting we have 
seen appeared in two papers in the same 
city recently. The morning paper re- 
ported at some length the installation 
of the new pastor of the Mt. Horeb 
church near Waynesboro, Va. 

In the first paragraph he was called 
Mr. Lawman. In the second, he becomes 
Mr. Ruffner. In the fourth paragraph, 
where he is next mentioned, he becomes 
Mr. Lowman. 

That afternoon another paper took 
up the story, introducing the minister as 
Mr. Lawman; then, in its second and 
concluding paragraph, he becomes Mr. 
Lawson! 

Honestly, his name is simply H. Ruff- 
ner Lowman. 


The Reorganization 





20. EDUCATION, continued 
Religious Education 

Having looked at the two new depart- 
ments added to the responsibilities of 
the Board of Education, we turn to the 
old departments, all of which have been 
reorganized. These are now called Divi- 
sions: Higher Education (including 
Student Work, and Student Loans); 
Men’s Work; Religious Education; Pub- 
lication. The first has no secretary as 
yet; the Men’s Work secretary is S. J. 
Patterson, Jr., and the secretary of Re- 
ligious Education is John L. Fairly. 
Clinton Harris is general manager of 
the Publication Division. Edward D. 
Grant is executive secretary of the 
Board. 

In the Religious Education Division, 
while some changes in personnel have 
been made, no great changes in or- 
ganization are to be noted. We have 
already seen that Sunday School Ex- 
tension and Defense Service Council 
have been transferred from this Board 
to the Missions Division of Church Ex- 
tension. 


The organization and personnel of the 
Department of Religious Education, 
headed by Dr. Fairly as secretary, fol- 
low: 

1. Editorial: Holmes Rolston, Editor- 
in-Chief; Maria Yount, assistant. 

2. Department of Leadership Educa- 
tion: D. B. Walthall, director; Orene 
MeclIlwain, Floy Hyde, associates. 

3. Department of Administration: 
W. Norman Cook, director, in charge of 
Field Work and Church School Ad- 
ministration. It is expected that a man 
will be secured to direct this latter work 
among Superintendents. The depart- 
ment’s representatives on the field, 
working with the synods’ committees on 
education, are: Wm. M. Belk, Florida; 
Jack B. McMichael, Texas; R. L. Landis, 
Mississippi; J. O. Mann, North Carolina; 
L. W. Bottoms, Snedecor Memorial; 
W. B. Sullivan, Virginia; John B. 
Spragens, Arkansas-Missouri; W. Ted 
Jones, South Carolina; F. B. Mayes, 
Alabama-Tennessee; J. Wayte Fulton, 
INS a 0 Sh ajer a 30 a , Kentucky- 
West Virginia. 

4. Department of Children’s Work: 
Roy A. Hogrefe, Director; Annie Laurie 
Newton, editor and specialist in Begin- 
ner and Junior work; Elizabeth Glass- 
cock, specialist in Primary work; Sallie 
M. Thrower, field work. 

5. Department of Young People’s 
Work: John S. McMullen, @irector; Bet- 
tie Currie, specialist in Senior Dept.; 
Gladys Jackson, specialist in Pioneer 
Dept.;: Ruth See, editor of young peo- 
ple’s publications, 

6. Department of Adult Work: S. J. 
Patterson, Jr., who also is secretary of 
the Division of Men’s Work, is director 
of this department; Cameron D. Deans, 
assistant; Harvey H. Walters, assistant 
in charge of family life and young 
adult activities. 

In the adopted program of reorgani- 
zation, the 1949 Assembly declared that 
the “‘Board of Education (shall) be 
given primary responsibility in plan- 
ning and coordinating all educational 
work for adults, including that per- 
formed by other agencies of the church ” 
Recently, the General Council was asked 
to clarify this item and its interpretation 
was that the Board of Education is given 
responsibility for all adult education 
and that it is expected to coordinate all 
adult education planning. 

NEXT WEEK—Education, continued. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Ecumenism Adds, Does Not Subtract 


Ecumenical thinking is not, as some 
imagine, a whittling away of one Chris- 
tian truth after another until at last 
some irreducible minimum is arrived at 
which all Christians must believe. It 
is the adding of one aspect of truth 
to another in a mounting process till 
we find a common mind which can look 
down with a fuller understanding upon 
our differences.—From the report of a 
delegate to the Conference of Irish 
Churches published in the Church of 
Ireland Gazette. (EPS.) 
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AND ALL CEDARS” _ | 


. By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 
SMES LES PIS IS ES ES ES PIS YEE IS EE ES PIE PEE VIE IE YEE EN PES PEE IE VERE PEE VERE VINE YE VI Ble YS 


Psalm 148. 


NCE UPON A TIME there was a 
small cedar tree. He lived, not 
all by himself, near the edge of a 
forest. He could have been a more 
handsome tree if he had lived alone, 
for then he could have grown large and 
stately and symmetrical, like some of 
the other trees a short distance out from 
the edge of the thick woods. There was 
one tall cedar with branches from head 
to foot, standing all alone, who on win- 
ter days bore majestically the weight 
of heavy snows, so that photographers 
from the town came out and took his 
picture for Christmas cards. There were 
other smaller yet beautiful cedars who 
as December drew on would hold them- 
selves up to their full height and brush 
out their branches, hoping that some of 
the young people who came out to cut 
Christmas trees would see them and 
take them home. 


It was understood by all that the big 
tree must be left for those who took 
pictures, but the smaller trees, those 
that looked beautiful from every side, 
were sought as Christmas trees. Each 
year some of these would go in to the 
village, and the winter-birds would 
bring back news of them. In homes or 
even at the church, these fortunate trees 
would be given a place to stand where 
all could see them, and lights would 
blossom among their dark branches, and 
songs would be sung in front of them, 
and sometimes even a picture of the 
Christ-child or the Holy Family would 
stand beside the tree. 


JT THE LITTLE TREE in. the 

forest was never photographed be- 

cause there was not enough light, 
and no one ever selected him for Christ- 
mas honors. There were too many other 
trees near by, and the soil was poor. 
He had to share a little sunshine with 
a great many other trees and shrubs, 
and only the tallest and strongest got 
very much sun. So on his best side 
his branches were scraggly and awk- 
ward, and on the other he had hardly 
any branches at all. It grieved the little 
cedar that this was so, for there was 
in him a desire for finer thingg He 
wanted to praise the Lord that made 
him, like the great tree that filled men’s 
eyes with beauty, and like the trees that 
went and stood in beautiful houses 
where carols were sung and prayers 
were made. 

But how could praise come from a 
very small and stunted cedar, praise 
from a cedar whom no one wanted and 
hardly any one saw, a cedar who was 
really no use at all? He even envied 
the fruit trees, though they were not 
his kind and feared the winter as he 
did not. Still, they offered their fruit 
willingly for God and man, but though 
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the little cedar would gladly have given 


his branches, no one wanted them. 


JT ONE DAY, a little country 
B chapel was built in a field near the 
edge of his forest, and when the 

windows were open the cedar could 
hear what went on inside. He did not 
understand everything, but one day he 
heard words which meant something to 
him because they spoke of the out-of- 
doors world where he was at home. 

“Praise ye the Lord. Praise ye 
him, sun and moon, praise him, all ye 
stars of light. . . Praise the Lord from 
the earth, ye dragon and all deeps; fire 
and hail, snow and vapours; stormy 
wind fulfilling his word; mountains, 
and all hills; fruitful trees, and all 
cedars . #4 

“And all cedars.”’ Somehow the little 
tree knew that the words were true. 
Not alone the great cedar, admired of 
every eye, not only the happy beautiful 
cedars that heard the Christmas carols, 
but the little forgotten cedar in the un- 
derbrush on the windy hill. Such as he 
was, he was the best that he could be. 
That he was not larger and more stately 
was not his fault. 

“God thought of me,” he sang to him- 
self. ‘‘The same God who can hear the 


singing of the stars and whose will the 
storm-wind echoes, can hear also the 
small voice of the least of cedars. The 
same God who thought of the sun and 
the storms, the kings of the earth, 
thought of all the cedars. He has some- 
thing for me to do,” he thought. “If I 
cannot pose for pictures nor make 
churches beautiful at Christmas, I can 
praise the Lord from my little hill. I 
have been silent too long, the Lord 
must have missed my voice.” 


ii LITTLE TREE never grew tall, 
T he never became beautiful, and so 

far as we know he stands there 
still. He never became a Christmas 
tree. But now when December comes 
and his handsomer neighbors go away to 
stand among the lights and the music, 
the little tree is no longer sad, for he 
knows that the Lord wants his song; 
and all through the Christmas season 
he sings carols of his own. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Two-Thirds of Church Year 


Shows Increases and Decreases 


decrease, $20,490. 





Annuities and Relief (Louisville), 


$138,833; increase, $7,262. 


Eight month’s receipts by the agen-- gress, $131,048. 
cies of the church are reported as of 


November 30 as follows: $125,855; decrease, $24,345. 


Home Missions (Atlanta), $264,654; 


World Missions (Nashville), $550,- 
956; increase, $836. Program of Pro- 


Religious Education (Richmond), 
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MR. JONES GOES TO MY SON 
BETHLEHEM 


by Harmon B. Ramsey by Armand L. Currie 


While Mr. Jones, a ‘“‘successful’”’ busi- 
nessman—twentieth-century model— 
was ill in the hospital he dreamed of 
Bethlehem and the first Christmas. 
Neither his blustery self-assertion nor 
his money won him admission to the 
manger—there had to be a change 
in his heart. 
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by Armand L. Currie 
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A STAR IS BORN 


by Kenneth G. Phifer 
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Seeking Furnishings for 
Rooms in Montreat Building 


A movement seeking to furnish all 
the rooms in the new building at Mon- 
treat is being led by Mrs. J. E. Thacker. 
At $400 per room, Mrs. Thacker is in- 
viting friends of Montreat to respond 
individually or by family groups in pro- 
viding “living memorials” in the new 
structure. 

Mrs. Thacker is a long-time Mon- 
treater. In her descriptive folder she 
writes of how she ‘used to load her 
assortment of five grandchildren in the 
back of the car and drive 430 miles 
from the coast of Virginia to Montreat 
on the day after the schools closed in 
June, spend the summer, and then . 
drive back home on the day before the 
schools opened in September. This went 
on for fourteen years. Only eternity 
can reveal what these summers meant 
to those children in physical health, 
in mental poise and in spiritual develop- 
ment. Montreat is the perfect place 
for children in the summer.”’ 


Wilmington Presbytery Uses 
Broad Strategy in Advance 


A Layman’s Christian Mission, spon- 
sored by Wilmington (N. C.) Presby- 
tery, is concentrating leadership in 
various centers throughout the presby- 
tery for intensive cultivation. It ig 
gearing into the United Evangelistic 
Advance effort. 

The plan of these missions provides 
for three ministers to preach each eve- 
ning in three localities. In addition, 
a youth training program runs along 
with it throughout the week and, in 
addition, competent leaders in the area 
of Christian home and family life are 
provided for at the same time. In this 
way, each community is provided with 
three qualified leaders to share in the 
week’s program of preaching, youth 
training and home and family life em- 
phasis. 

Next spring the mission will be re- 
sumed in other areas of the presby- 
tery. It is estimated that 30 of the 77 
churches in the presbytery cooperated 
in the November phase of the program. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Five Million Dollar Campaign 
Being Launched at Fulton 

A $5,000,000 development program 
has been approved by the trustees of 
Westminster College, Fulton, Mo. This 
objective of the Second Century Pro- 
gram calls for about $1,500,000 for 
buildings and equipment, and $3,500,- 
000 for endowment. First building will 
be a new library to be begun next spring. 
An overall development plan is being 
followed for the campus. 





N. C. Women Being Asked 
For Special PJC Support 

Efforts are being made to complete 
a $50,000 building fund at Presbyterian 
Junior College by next March 31. The 
Maxton, N. C., school is the beneficiary 
of a program sponsored by the women 
of the church whereby each woman 
in the synod is being asked to con- 
tribute fifty cents to this fund. 


UNC Has Impressive Group 
For Religious Emphasis Week 

Leaders of the recent Religious Em- 
phasis Week at the Universtiy of North 
Carolina included Albert C. Outler, 
Joseph Rauch, Joseph F. Moody, Ker- 
mit Eby, H. Shelton Smith and Samuel 
Levering in addition ot eight Chapel 
Hill and University ministers. 


Centre Adds to Book Space in 
Remodeled Library Building 

Centre College has virtually doubled 
the book capacity in the men’s campus 
library at a cost of $19,000. An entire 
third floor has been added and other 
portions of the building have been con- 
verted to book space. The library now 
has about 57,000 books. The building 
was erected in 1913 as a gift of Andrew 
Carnegie. The women’s campus has an 
additional library. 


Davidson Biology Professor Is 
Given Indiana Science Award 
Davidson’s assistant professor of 
biology, Tom Daggy, has been awarded 
the J. J. Davis price by the Indiana 
Academy of Science. Dr. Daggy was 
recognized for his research and writing 
on the Tenebrionidae. He is a graduate 
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SAVE VALUABLE TIME 


—by using our Parking Lot 
when attending to business at the 
Virginia Trust Company. This 
thirty minute free parking service 
is offered to all of our customers. 

The Parking Lot is located at 
the Northwest Corner of Eighth 
and Cary Streets, only a short dis- 
tance from our office. We invite 
you to use it often. 


Virginia Trust Company 
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on the liberality of our people is presented now by the ministration of Minis- 
terial Relief, and the Joy Gift in December is the heart of Ministerial Relief. 
The care of our aged and infirm ministers and the members of the families 


of those who have died is a real privilege and a sacred responsibility. 


They were called away from the sources of worldly gain and were not per- 


mitted to turn aside from their vocation of spiritual service to any avoca- 


tion of money making. Their claim is founded on love and justice and 


obedience to the revealed will of God. 
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music and business. Residence for 
women and single men. Liberal scholar- 
ships. Moderate rates. Catalogue P. 
JOHN MONTGOMERY, President 














Oey ee ee ee ee 
This Christmas 


give 


BOOKS 


Order from 


your 





Box 1176, Richmond, Virginia 
Box 1020, Dallas, Texas 








Your Executor 


You may select a friend or rela- 
tive with little or no experience 


to settle your estate 
OR 


You may employ our Trust De- 
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Interrupted 


By JOY S. BAKER 


HE WELDONS’ family party was 
expanding more and more in its 
Christmas spirit every minute. 

“‘Most of the relatives are back home, 
and every one of the little Weldons is 
here, two days ahead of time!” Miss 
Lou Weldon exulted. She had bustled 
in from frosting star-shaped cookies in 
the big old-fashioned kitchen that had 
been her mother’s. With mock stern- 
ness she shooed away from the gleam- 
ing tree the half-dozen small nieces 
and nephews whose eager fingers were 
surreptitiously pinching packages. “It’s 
so right—so familyish!”’ she rejoiced to 
Miss Vera, her much older sister. 

From her wheel chair Miss Vera 
nodded in satisfaction. She had just 
finished telling Don’s twins the Christ- 
mas story. Now they were racing, with 
the others, to the kitchen to scrape the 
frosting pans. ‘‘There’ll be more than 
a week of Christmas fun!” cried 
Douglas. 

“Vera looks happier than she has for 
months,’ Miss Lou observed to herself. 
“I’m glad she insisted on this family 
party.” 

Smiling, Miss Lou collided at the din- 
ing-room door with Marian, Gil’s wife. 
But Marian pointed, horrified, and 
gasped, ‘‘Look—-Vera—she’s collapsed 
—send for—’’ 

Before they reached her, they knew 
Miss Vera had gone. ‘‘No—no!” wailed 
Miss Lou softly. “It can’t be.’’ Then 
she remembered. ‘The children,” she 
said. ‘“‘We mustn’t spoil their Christ- 
mas.” 

‘Kathie and I will take them outside 
at once for that hike in the snow we’d 
planned,’’ Marian promised. She closed 
the doors behind her as Miss Lou be- 
gan to telephone. 





LL THE NECESSARY arrange- 
ments had been made by the time 
the children returned. Then Miss 

Lou, her married sister Janey and the 
brothers settled the boys and girls in 
the living room. 

Standing beside the table on which 


was the Nativity scene, Miss Lou quietly 
and very simply told the children what 
had taken place. She explained that 
their Aunt Vera could not be with them 
any more because she had gone far away 
to another of their dear Heavenly 
Father’s countries. 

“Won't she come back?’’ questioned 
Anna. 

“No, dear.” 

“But will there be Christmas there?” 
asked little Ada. 

“Yes, I’m sure of that. And, although 
she’ll know we can’t help missing her 
very much, she wouldn’t like us to let 
our grief make us forget the Christmas 
joy.” 

“You mean’’—Don, junior, swallowed 
hard—“‘‘she’d want us to be happy—to 
ahead with our Christmas—Christ- 
mas—?”’ 

“Yes, son,’”’ his father assured him. 
“She’d wish us to be happy. She wanted 
us to be here this Christmas—to be to- 
gether—to have each other to love.” 

The children’s tears had _ started, 
but understanding swept across their 
troubled faces. 

Miss Lou added reverently, “Ali 
Christmases honor the Christ Child, and 
this must always be so. Then, with love 
for him ever in the ascendancy—first in 
our thoughts—we will dedicate this spe- 
cial home-gathering to your Aunt 
Vera.” 








FTER A FEW comforting verses 

from the Scriptures and a brief 

dedicatory prayer, all faces lifted, 
shining. 

In due time, with the aid of the Wel- 
dons’ pastor and close friends, the serv- 
ices were conducted with deep feeling, 
but very quietly. 


And after this brief delay, the family 
celebration proceeded—not so boister- 
ously, not so thoughtlessly, but with a 
greater tenderness for each other and 
a deeper joy in the Christmas spirit.— 
Issued by the National Kindergarten 
Association. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





God’s Messiah 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR DECEMBER 25 


Isaiah 9:2-7; 11:1-5 


When Isaiah wrote the great world 
power was Assyria, a cruel, militaristic 
nation which was marching steadily 
westward and crushing relentlessly the 
smaller nations that stood in its way. 
Chapter 8 describes the terrors of their 
invasion, ending with a prediction of 
“distress and darkness, the gloom of 
anguish,’’ and the ‘‘thick darkness” into 
which the people shall be ‘driven 
away.”’ 


I. The Prince of Peace 


Chapter 9 opens with a prophecy of 
hope, a promise of light, the prediction 
of final deliverance. We have 

1. The Joy of Deliverance, 1-3. Zebu- 
lun and Naphtali were tribal areas in 
Northern Palestine, directly west of the 
Sea of Galilee, and north of the vailey 
of Jezreel. ‘‘Galilee’’ was a geographi- 
cal term covering all the territory of 
these two tribes and the surrounding 
area as well. It was called ‘Galilee 
of the Nations’? because the area was 
inhabited in part by peoples other chan 
the Hebrews. This was the region first 
depopulated by the Assyrian conqueror, 
Tiglath-Pileser, in 734, some years be- 
fore this prophecy was delivered (II 
Kings 15:29); the part of the land 
therefore on which the reproach of “or- 
eign dominion will have laid longest 
when the deliverance comes. 

The deliverance is described as usual 
in the past tense, the tense of prophetic 
sertainty. What Isaiah means is that 
the darkness of oppression and sorrow 
will be suddenly dispelled by the shin- 
ing of a great light and hailed with 
shouts of rejoicing by an emancipated 
nation. The process of depopulation, 
the result of deportation and war, shall 
be arrested and reversed, and the fol- 
lowers of Jehovah multiplied in nuin- 
ber. It is recognized by all scholars 
that the reading of the King James 
Version—‘‘not increased the joy’’—is 
wrong. It should read as in the Re- 
vised Version, “Thou hast multiplied 
the nation; thou hast increased their 
joy; they joy before thee according to 
the joy in harvest, as men rejoice when 
they divide the spoil.’ 

The whole prophecy acquired a new 
and surprising significance when the 
good news of the Kingdom began to be 
proclaimed by our Lord first in Galilee 
(Mt. 4:14-16). We know, as Isaiah did 
not, that the increase comes from the 
attractive power cf the cross. 

2. The Nature of the Deliverance, 4-5. 
As before, Isaiah is thinking of the 
overthrow of the Assyrian tyranny. As- 
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syria was overthrown, but it was not 
for this deliverance that the Messiah 
was sent. The ‘yoke of his burden’’ 
means the Assyrian’s irksome yoke; the 
“staff of his shoulder” is the staff with 
which Judah’s shoulder was beaten; the 
day of Midian refers to the time when 
Gideon broke forever the power of the 
Midianities. Verse 5 is hopelessly ob- 
scure in the King James Version. It 
is a little clearer in the Standard Ver- 
sion: ‘For all the armor of the armed 
man in the tumult and the garments 
rolled in blood shall be for burning, 
for fuel of fire.’ In other words, 
Judah’s coming deliverance shall in- 
clude the utter destruction of the armor 
and weapons of their enemy; even their 
blood-soaked garments shall be burned. 

3. The Agent of the Deliverance, 6. 
Almost certainly the child here de- 
scribed is the same child to whom re- 
ference has been made in 7:14—the 
child born to some unknown Jewish 
maiden, a virgin. This child we are 
now told shall sit upon the throne of 
David and will combine in his single 
person the insight of the statesman, the 
valor of the warrior, the loving care 
of a father, and the power which will 
enable him to keep his enemies in sub- 
jection. 

First, he shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor (to be taken as a single 
phrase), one who is wonderful in his 
insight or counsel. Second, he shall be 
called Mighty God. Says Skinner: 
“These two titles ascribe to the Messiah 
the two fundamental virtues of a ruler, 
wisdom and strength, both in superhu- 
man measure.’”’ 

The remaining two titles describe the 
character of the Messiah’s government 
as (a) paternal and (b) peaceful. The 
first attributes indicate that the Messiah 
will serve as a father to his people, 
not for a day or a year or a generation, 
but forever. 


“The whole series of names culmi- 
nates in the ‘Prince of Peace,’ which 
he is by virtue of the characteristics 
expressed in the foregoing names. The 
name pierces to the heart of Christ’s 
work. For the individual he brings 
peace with God, peace in the else dis- 
cordant inner nature, peace amid storms 
of calamity—the peace of submission, of 
fellowship with God, of self-control, of 
received forgiveness and _ sanctifying. 
For nations and civic communities he 
brings peace which will one day hush 
the tumults of war and burn chariots 
and all warlike implements in the fire. 
The vision tarries because Christ’s fol- 
lowers have not been true to their Mas- 
ter’s mission, but it comes, though its 
march is slow. We can hasten its ar- 
rival.’”’ (Alexander Maclaren) 


4. The Extent of the Deliverance, 7. 
The throne of the Messiah will be estab- 
lished and supported not by force and 
conquest, but by the moral qualities of 
justice (rather than ‘judgment’ as in 
the King James Version) and righteous- 
ness. It is a kingdom which will con- 
tinue to grow and shall never end. 

As we look out upon the present 
world situation, is it possible even to 
hope for such a government? Certainly 
not if we rely on human agencies alone. 
But Isaiah had faith in God even as we 
must have at the present time. ‘The 
zeal ot the Lord of Hosts will perform 
this.”’ 

But are we to rely on God alone? 
A popular Sunday school commentator 
recently wrote: 


“The world needs peace. Selfish na» 
tions and conniving politicans and god- 
less men are never going to bring peace 
by their efforts to this bloodsoaked 
earth; yet thank God for One who is 
almighty and omnipotent, who some day 
will fulfill the dreams of the hearts of 
millions of men of every age and bestow 
upon the earth a lasting peace. Until 
that time shall come let us not waste 
our energies and possessions in foolish 
attempts to bring about some tempo- 
rary, superficial, limited peace by the 
easily broken covenants of men, but let 
us give ourselves day and night to 
preaching the only Gospel that can ever 
save and hold up him by whom alone 
men may have eternal life.’’ 


Is this advice sound, or unsound? 


Il. The Righteous Judge 


This prophecy in chapter 11 grows 
out of the same general situation as 
that previously described. 

1. The Coming of the Messiah, 11-1. 
In chapter 10, Isaiah has described the 
hopeless fall of Assyria as the felling 
of the cedars of Lebanon by an ax swung 
by the mighty hand of Jehovah. A 
cedar once cut down puts out no new 
shoots, and so the Assyrian power when 
it falls will be finally destroyed. With 
Judah however it shall be quite differ- 
ent. It shall be felled like some mighty 
oak in the forest, but like the oak 
(which differs in this respect from the 
cedar) the stump that remains shall 
put out a shoot that will bear new fruit. 

This prophecy received a more re- 
markable fulfillment than Isaiah him- 
self could have forseen. Judah, which 
survived the shock of the Assyrian on- 
slaught, fell before the advancing might 
of Babylon. Jerusalem, its capital, was 
destroyed; the majority of the people 
were carried captive; the Davidic dy- 
nasty came to an ignominious end. In 
536 Babylon was captured by the Medo- 
Persians under Cyrus the Great. A 
small remnant of the Jews took ad- 
vantage of the liberty that was offered 
to them, returned to Palestine, rebuilt 
Jerusalem and resumed their national 
worship. For two hundred years the 
Jews were subject to the Persians. 

After Alexander the Great overthrew 
the Persian Empire, Palestine was sub- 
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ject for a while to the Ptolemies in 
Egypt and then to Syria. For a hun- 
dred years the Jews regained their free- 
dom under the Maccabees. But in 63 
B. C. Palestine came under the sway 
of the Romans. In the year 4 B. C., 
in the closing years of the reign of 
Herod the Great, an obscure descendant 
of the great king David, a young wo- 
man married to a carpenter in the little 
town of Nazareth, also a descendant of 
David, brought forth her first born son 
in a stable in Bethlehem, because there 
was no room for them in the inn. 

“Jesse (Jesse was the father of David 
and the founder therefore of David’s 
house) was a tree that once had been 
Stately and glorious, the strength and 
pride of the nation, but now this royal 
house was cut down to a mere stump 
and gave no promise of further growth 
and new fruit.” But the child born 
so obscurely was the promised Messiah. 
At last the words of Isaiah were ful- 
filled: ‘‘There shall come forth a shoot 
out of the stock of Jesse, and a branch 
out of his roots shall bear fruit.’ 

2. The Character of the Messiah, 11: 2. 
Having prophesied the advent of the 
Messiah, Isaiah proceeds to describe his 
endowment: by the -Holy Spirit. First, 
his intellectual endowment: the divine 
spirit within him is a spirit of wisdom 
and understanding. As a result he will 
possess clearness of intellectual and 
moral insight. Second, his practical en- 
dowment: the Divine Spirit within him 
is a spirit of counsel and might. ‘‘Coun- 
sel” is the faculty of adapting means 
to ends or of forming right resolutions. 
“Might” is the energy which is needed 
to carry the resolutions into effect. 
Third, his religious endowment: the 
Divine Spirit within him is a spirit of 
knowledge and of the fear of Jehovah. 
He will know the will of God. Reveren- 
tial awe will prompt him to obey. 

The qualities enumerated here are 
qualities of a ruler and they were all 
found in Mary’s Son, but how meagre 
they seem compared with the qualities 
manifested in him who said, ‘‘He who 
has seen me has seen the Father.”’ Par- 
ticularly noticeable by their omission are 
the tender virtues, his unfailing love, 
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his all-embracing sympathy, his lack of 
thought for himself. Christmas is a 
season when our mind turns to these 
virtues which Isaiah does not even con- 
template. 

3. The Justice of His Reign, 11:3-5. 
Equipped with all the personal qualities 
needful for his high office, Isaiah tells 
us that the coming King will exercise a 
perfectly just and equitable government 
over his subjects. First, his delight 
shall be in the fear of Jehovah: that 
is, the Messiah will not only possess 
true religion himself, but will be quick 
to recognize its presence in others, and 
to take delight in it wherever he finds 
it. Second, he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither decide 
(rather than ‘reprove’ as in the King 
James version) after the hearing of his 
ears, but with righteousness shall He 
judge the poor and decide with equity 
for the meek of the earth. By virtue 
of the spirit with which he is endowed 
he will not depend on the evidence of 
his senses, the outward appearance 
which may be deceptive, the external 
report which may be biased, but will 
immediately and infallibly discern the 
actual condition of men’s hearts and 
lives and render a decision in accord- 
ance with the facts. He will not favor 
the rich and powerful, those with in- 
fluence and ‘pull’ as did the rulers that 
Isaiah knew; but will see that the de- 
fenseless and downtrodden classes re- 
ceive fair and equitable treatment in 
the land. Third, he shall smite the 
earth with the rod of his mouth and 
with the breath of his lips shall he slay 
the wicked. Most all commentators 
agree that “earth” is the wrong heading 
here, that it should be “ruthless,” the 
“oppressor.”’ Justice for the poor means 
judgment upon the oppressors of the 
poor. The “rod of his mouth,” the 
“breath his lips,’’ suggest the energy 
and dispatch with which the Messiah’s 
sentence will be executed. Fourth, 
righteousness shall be the girdle of his 
waist and faithfulness the girdle of his 
loins. The girdle held the clothes to- 
gether. The prophet means that these 
qualities will be the foundation, the 
basis of Messiah’s reign. 

Isaiah is describing here the Messiah’s 
reign on earth, not the Messiah’s reign 
in heaven. The ideal has not been 
realized yet; it will be realized increas- 
ingly, as those who acknowledge Christ 
seek to carry out his will in life. 

4. The End of His Reign, 11:6-9. 
Under the beneficent reign of the com- 
ing Messiah, Isaiah forsees that there 
will be peace in the unimal kingdom, 
between man and beast, and between 





man and man. 

As George Adam Smith points out, 
we who live in countries from which 
the wild beasts have been exterminated 
cannot understand the insecurity and 
terror that they cause in regions where 
they abound. In the prophet’s time 
wild animals were among man’s great- 
est enemies. They preyed upon the ani- 
mals which man had domesticated and 
on which many of them depended for 
their livelihood, and they also preyed 
upon man himself. It was natural, 
therefore, that Isaiah should look for- 
ward to the time when the menace 
should be removed. The striking thing 
about the prophecy, however, is the fact 
that predatory beasts are not conceived 
as extirpated, but as having their habit 
and instincts changed: ‘The wolf shall 
dwell with the lamb. .. .” ete. 

“The description is not to be inter- 
preted allegorically, as if the wild beasts 
were merely symbols for cruel and 
rapacious men. Neither, perhaps, is it 
to be taken quite literally. It is rather 
a poetic presentation of the truth that 
the regeneraion of human society is to 
be accompanied by a restoration of the 
harmony of creation.’’ Perhaps if Isaiah 
were writing now, he would predict that 
disease would be eradicated and that 
poverty and suffering would be abol- 
ished. 

There cannot be much doubt but that 
Isaiah means to say that, under the 
Messiah’s reign, peace will also prevail 
between man and man. In 2:1-4 he 
states very definitely that the time will 
come when nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more; and 11:9 does not 
refer to the beasts. It should be trans- 
lated: ‘None shall hurt or destroy in 
all my holy mountain; for the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of Jeho- 
vah as the waters cover the sea.” 

Isaiah is predicting what will happen 
here on earth, not what will happen in 
heaven. As the knowledge of God 
spreads, wars will cease. 

Observers are not overly optimistic 
just now. There may be additional con- 
flicts. What can we do to hasten Isaiah’s 
ideal? We can preach the gospel. That 
will help. But it is not enough. We 
must learn to live according to the 
ideals of Christ; we must seek to weave 
his principles into the warp and woof 
of our national and international life; 
to build a world society in which right- 
eousness and justice will remove every 
source of conflict. 


(Title and Scripture selections copy- 
righted by International Council of Re- 
ligious Education.) 
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BOOK NOTES 


Some of the Choice 
Ones 


Among the books received from pub- 
lishers, a few of these may be found to 
be particularly suitable for the persons 
indicated below. They seem to be at 
least better than the ordinary. 





CHILDREN 


A Picture Dictionary of the Bible. Ruth 
P. Tubby. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $1.50. 
In the Beginning. Robbie Trent. West- 
minster Press. 65 cents. (Pre-school.) 
Freddie. C. Umhau Wolf. Wartburg 
Press. (Difficulties of a Negro youngster.) 
Children’s Prayers for Every Day. Jessie 
Eleanor Moore. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
You Can Do It! Atha S. Bowman. John 
Knox. (Activities for children’s groups.) 
When I Listen to Bible Stories. Eliza- 
beth McE. Shields. John Knox. $2.00. 


FOR PARENTS 


Guiding Children in Christian Growth. 
Mary Alice Jones. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
$1 (paper). 

Our Family Grows Toward God, 
Clemens Odell. 
cents (paper). 


Mary 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. 50 


YOUNG PEOPLE 


This Business of Living. P. R. Hayward. 
Association Press. $2.00. 

Popular Mechanics Christmas Handbook. 
Popular Mechanics Press. $2. 

Youth Asks About Religion. 
tions and answers. 
ciation Press. $2. 

Tumbleweed Boy. Eleanor Hull. Friend- 
ship Press. $1.75. 

Pilgrim’s Progress. Simplified and ab- 
breviated, Standard Publishing Co. 75 
cents (paper); $1.25 (board cover). 


100 ques- 
Jack Finegan. Asso- 


DEVOTIONAL 
My Faith Looks Up. Russell L. Dicks. 
Westminster. $1.50. 
The Way to Power and Poise. E. Stanley 
Jones. $1.25. 


How to Study and Use the Bible. Park 
Hays Miller. W. A. Wilde. $1.75. 


TRAVEL AND BIOGRAPHY 


Doctor of the Happy Landings. Julia 
Lake and Eugene Kellersberger. John 
Knox. $2. 

Sam Higginbotham, Farmer. An auto- 
biography. Scribners. $3. 

The Autobiography of Will Rogers. 


Edited by Donald Day. $3. 

The Man from Nazareth, as His Con- 
temporaries Saw Him. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick. Harper. $3. 

Lead, Kindly Light. (Gandhi and the 
Way to Peace). Vincent Sheean. Random 
House. $3.75. 

Challenging Years. The Autobiography 
of Stephen Wise. Putnam. $4. 


RELIGIOUS FICTION 
Call It Treason. George Howe. Viking. 
$3. Christopher Award novel. 
The Man Born to Be King. (The life of 


Christ in 12 dramatic episodes.) Dorothy 
L. Sayers. Harper. $3.75. 
Mary. Sholem Asch. Putnam’s. $3.50. 


Give Me Thy Vineyard. 
Zondervan. $3.00. 

The Witness. (From the coming of John 
the Baptist to the Crucifixion.) Olive W. 
Warner. Wilde. $2.50. 

The Chosen. (A story in a Catholic 
seminary of five young men called to the 
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Guy Howard. 


priesthood.) 
$3. 


E. J. Edwards, Longmans. 


ESSAYS 

Primer of Intellectual Freedom. Howard 
Mumford Jones. Harvard. $2.75. 

Lust for Power. A study of the misuse 
of power. Joseph Haroutunian. Scribners. 
$3. 

Years of the Modern. An American ap- 
praisal. Jn. W. Chase, editor. Longmans. 
$3.50. 


GOOD GIFTS FOR THE PASTOR’S 
REFERENCE SHELF 

The Reunion of the Church. 
Newbigin. Harper. $3. 

The Small Sects in America (revised and 
enlarged). E,. T. Clark. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury. $3. 

The Negro Handbook, 1949. A manual 
of current facts, statistics and general in- 
formation concerning the Negro in the 
U. S. Macmillan. $5. 

The Efficient Church Officer. His Re- 
sponsibilities and Problems. Eugene D. 
Dolloff. Revell. $2, 


Lesslie 


SERMONS 
Mr. Jones, Meet the Master. Peter 
Marshall. Revell. 2.50. 


The Best of Alexander Maclaren. Gaius 
Glenn Atkins. Harper. $2. 

Great Pulpit Masters: I. D. L. Moody; 
II. Chas. H. Spurgeon. Revell. $2.25 each. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Kinfolk. A Novel of China. 
Buck. John Day. $3.50. 


Pearl S. 


The Wit and Wisdom of John Dewey. A. 
H. Johnson, editor. Beacon. $2. 

The Wit and Wisdom of Schweitzer. 
Chas. R. Joy, editor. Beacon. $2. 


Eg tained Glass 


WINDOWS 


Exquisite stained glass windows 
designed and executed to suit the 
architecture of your church. Prices 
vary according to the size and 
intricacy of detail. 

Imported, antique glass and ex- 
pert craftsmanship assure unsur- 
passed beauty. Send for your copy 
of our brochure, “‘Stained Glass."* 

We can also meet all your needs 
in church furnishings, including 
engrossed Books of Remembrance. 
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SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
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BOOKS 





FREE GATALOG of Used Religious Books 
mailed upon your request, Write today, 





Baker Book House, Dept. PO, Grand 
Rapids 6. Michigan. 
CHURCH OF ABOUT 700 membership de- 


sires Assistant Pastor capable of giving 
special attention to Sunday School and 
Young People’s work. Write Presbyterian 
Church, Laurel, Miss. 
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the International Bible Lessons 
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MARY by Sholem Asch 


In his incomparable manner, the author of 
The Nazarene and The Apostle tells the 
simple story of a mother’s love for her 
Son, the great story of Mary, the mother 
of our Saviour. Filled with such unfor- 
gettable scenes as Joseph defying the 
slanderers of Mary, the crowded inn at 
Bethlehem, Jesus defending His friendship 
for an outcast boy, and Mary’s tragic 
journey to Jerusalem and Golgotha, the 
story traces Mary’s part in the greatest 
epoch of history. $3.50 


BOX 1176 ° 
BOX 1020 ° 





RUTH 


This superb Biblical novel is the story of Ruth, 
seeking to make her life and win her love among 
and embattled Israelites; Naomi, poor and 


handsome, rich, and strong, torn between his duties 
as a judge in Israel and his growing love for the 
alien Ruth. Set in the time of the Judges when 
the Israelites, just lately freed from slavery, sought 
to obey the Mosaic injunction to love their neigh- 
bors while resisting the enmity of the alien peoples 
among whom they lived, the story is of striking 
interest today. $3.00 


RICHMOND 9, VA. 
DALLAS 1, TEX. 


by Irving Fineman 


but rich in knowledge of humanity; Boaz, 
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rn" J. Quinter Miller, Harry Kalas, Jesse Richmond, Va., will join the faculty of 
MINIS I ERIAL M. Bader. Silliman University, bDumnguete, Philip- 
pines, in February. Dr. Mack, who will 
MENTION TO PHILIPPINES be on the staff of the Bible Depa:t- 
Henry W. Fack, dean of Biblical ment, will be joined by his family next 
Seminary, New York, and formerly of summer. Silliman is a Presbyterian, 
CHANGES the Assembly’s Training School faculty, USA., institution. 
Fred V. Poag, formerly of Second 
. vé sic Ts ae ve > _ - a 
church, Alexandria, Va., ame been om " é someroneenttot Flora Macdonald College 
to the Shandon church, Columbia, S. C. E : 
M. A. Wilmesheer, Bridgewater, Va., a Red Springs, N. C. 
: | Liberal Arts College with Conservatory of Music. 
has accepted a call to the Beaufort, Degrees: A. B., B. S. in Home Economics, and B. Mus. 


ae er = is work “e E One- and Two-year Business Courses. 
-- C., -ogee and began his work thers ‘ Friendly, Christian Atmosphere. Moderate Charges. 
ecember 15. 


HALBERT M. JONES, Acting President 
Jack G. Hand, Albany, Ga., has been 


ealled to the Wallace Memorial church, 
Panama City, Fla. 


Raymond P. Sharp, Kahoka, Mo., has Centennial Year, 1949-50 


become pastor of the Pleasant Hill, Mo., 


oe ners cumece, on, ee AUSTIN OCOLLECE 


has become pastor of the McLemore 
Avenue church, Memphis, Tenn. Ad- : 100th Consecutive Year 
dress: 407 E. McLemore. 

L. O. McCutchen, injured in an acci- 
dent while returning from the Atlanta 
Men’s Convention (OUTLOOK, Nov. 
21), was transferred from the Washing- 
ton, Ga., hospital to the Columbia, S. C., 
hospital. After Dec. 18 his address 
will be 23 Pointsett Dr., Sumter, S. C. 

J. Wayte Fulton, formerly of Marion, WESTMINSTER COLLEGE MARY BALDWIN 
Va., now regional director of religious Fulton, Missouri 


education for Louisiana, has as his ad- A Presbyterian College for Men COLLEGE 


dress 507 French Street, New Orleans Christian. 
19 Nearly a century of proved ability to STAUNTON, VIRGINIA 
ae : meet current needs and retain the 

F. Z. Browne, from Tonkawa, Okla., values of a liberal education that is Oldest Southern Presbyterian Col- 
to Lauderdale, Miss., where he is the 


stated supply of the Lauderdale group 

















Strong, progressive, fully accredited. Co-educational, 
four-year senior college. Serving the Church through 
Christian Education. Write for catalog. W. B. Guerrant, 
President. 











Thoroughness in instruction lege for Women 


Friendliness on the campus " int ti it 
of churches. ; Sound personal guidance of Se Sea 
W. R. Pritchett from Clinton, La., to 


Box 524, Florence, S. C Write for catalogue and information FRANK B. LEWIS 
George R. Harland from Madrid, William W. Hall, Jr., Ph. D., Pres. President 
N. Y., to Gorham, N. Y. 














MISSIONARIES 
John P. Minter and Mrs. Minter, 


China missionaries now on furlough, are Southwestern at Memphis 


at 2209 Oldham St., Austin, Texas. a * 
i sata dean Striving for the best in education and in 
Mrs. Jos. L. Wilkerson, missionary in 


Shs Se De ; spiritual values. 

Shanghai, China, is on furlough at . . 

. ; a An excellent investment for enduring and 
Woodleaf, N. C. - —- ° 

rewarding dividends, the enrichment of hu- 
man lives. 


KENTUCKY'S MINISTERS’ Pe n N. Rhodes, President 
yto ° ’ . 


CONFERENCE 

The first annual interdenominational 
conference for Kentucky ministers will 
be held in Louisville, Jan. 24-26. 


Speakers include: E. G. Homrighausen, Davis and Elkins College Agnes Scott 


Elkins, West Virginia 


B E i H A VE N = Senn-peee coliege for men and Co 1 I e ge 


COLLEGE ee oF ond eaneeeEnED ay Sere Its location in Greater Atlanta 
Central Association of Colleges and offers unusual opportunities for 
For Women Secondary Schools. specialized trainin g, entertain- 
Meets— Emphasizes Christian Character - : 
ment, and placement after gradu- 
The Demands of Parents and thorough scholarship. é 
The Needs of Students Pp 1 int > ie dn tnietiees ation. Agnes Scott students may 
Maintai ame ees ae ae ee -_ take journalism, business adminis- 
aintains— ‘ ati d other subjects at 
Christian Atmosphere Beautiful campus; bracing cli- pe a Ra a . 
Well-rounded Educational! Pro aa buildings; excellent For literature or other informa- 
gram . , d 
Mediseet Menenes A splendidly trained faculty of woh, EEE 
Writ P Christian men and women. President J. R. McCain, 
rite: : 
. . rs A good place for an investment.. Agnes Scott College. 
G. T. Gillespie, President, 


Jackson, Mississippi R, B. PURDUM, President Decatur, Georgia. 
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